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lﬁ National Maritime Day




  in the Helen Delich Bentley Port Of Baltimore!

The Chesapeake Chapter shared a wonderful tribute on a very special day for mariners!  A record number of attendees enjoyed the program hosted at The Conference Center at the Maritime Institute (MITAGS), Linthicum Heights, MD (http://www.ccmit.org)   

We began the program with a social hour which featured our “Business Development -Card Exchange- Networking Opportunity!”  This function enables our members and guests to meet in a relaxed social setting and stimulate business activity.  We also collected business cards for a drawing at the conclusion of our event.  The 2 winners were- Tom Harrelson KP ’68 (MARAD) & Vic Tufts (MITAGS) received bottles of Boordy Wine.
We also enjoyed the melodious flute music of [image: image4.png]


Lynn Roxy Green [image: image5.png]


 and Maritime Art Exhibits presented by our talented member artists ”Fathom That Art”- Susan M. Pawlukiewicz '83 and “Chesapeake Scenes” - Captain Brian H. Hope ’65.
The Dinner program began at 6:45PM with a Welcome by Chapter President Gary G. Hicks ’76.  
The USMMA  Regimental Color Guard proudly presented the colors as the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Kathleen Pavarini ’01.  The Color Guard members were M/N Eric Deetjen ’08 (Captain) (Green Bay, WI), M/N Jonathan Miesegaes ’10 (Mountain Home, ID), M/N Christopher Jackson ’10 (New Bern, NC), M/N Collin Lynch ’10 (Sharpsburg, GA), M/N Jay Voishnis ’10 (Sanford, ME), and M/N Orion Blake ’10 (Warwick, NY).
The USMMA-AF Chesapeake Chapter dedicated this dinner program to the “142 Cadet-Midshipmen” who were killed in action during WWII.
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A History of National Maritime Day was then presented by Roy Rogers ’71- President, Kings Point Club of Washington, DC.
Background:  The Voyage of the SS Savannah

On May 22, 1819, the S.S. Savannah left its home port of Savannah, Georgia, on its way to Liverpool, England.  The ship "put to sea with steam and sails" and reached Liverpool, England, in 29 days and four hours, becoming the first steamship to cross the Atlantic.  

1933: Congress Declares May 22 to be National Maritime Day

By a Joint Resolution passed on May 20, 1933, Congress declared May 22nd to be National Maritime Day.  
The Blessing was then eloquently provided by Rev. MSG Captain John FitzGerald- KP Chesapeake Chaplain.
Dinner commenced under the direction of our gracious host Glen Paine ‘78- Executive Director- MITAGS.  The food was, as always, an excellent selection of well-prepared selection of beef, fish and chicken as well as all the accoutrements. The dessert bar was likewise “well-done!”
Bon Appetite!
Honored guests invited included: Our featured speaker:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​ F. Brooks Royster, III - Executive Director, Maryland Port Administration, Helen Delich Bentley – former Federal Maritime Commissioner and U.S. Congresswoman, Chairman for the Port of Baltimore Tri-centennial Committee, Honorable Congressman Elijah E. Cummings, (MD- 7th District), Chairman- House Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee and Honorable Congressman Wayne T. Gilchrest, (MD- 1st District), House Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee.
We were likewise pleased to introduce our head table(s) including: Peter J. Rackett ’61 - Executive Vice President, USMMA-Alumni Foundation, Owen J. Doherty ’81 - MARAD, Director, Office of Security, Christopher G. Moore ’94 - MARAD, Special Asst. to the Administrator, Christopher D. Thayer ‘83 – MSC, Director of Sealift & Pre-positioning, Captain Tim Brown ’65 - President, IOMMP, Steven Blust ’71 – former Federal Maritime Commissioner, Captain Mike Schneider ’61 - Chairman, Project Liberty Ship, Richard E. Fredricks ’67 - President, Maritime Solutions, Inc., Roy Rogers ’71- President, Kings Point Club of Washington, DC and Captain Eric Nielsen ’81- President, Maryland Pilots Association.
USMMA-AF Chesapeake * NEW * Chapter Charter Presentation was made by 

Peter J. Rackett ’61- Executive Vice President, USMMA-Alumni Foundation presenting to:

Gary G. Hicks ’76- President and Captain Mike Schneider ’61- Vice President & Program Chairman
Accompanied by- Joseph M. Baker, Jr. ’47- Past President of the former KP Chesapeake Chapter and Christopher D. Thayer ’83- Ex Officio, former KP Chesapeake Chapter
Additional awards included:
Recognition - Joseph M. Baker, Jr. ’47- Past President of the Former KP Chesapeake Chapter
For valued service as Past President of the former KP Chesapeake Chapter, and continued service to the USMMA-Alumni Foundation.
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Recognition – Michael J. Schneider (KP’61)- Chairman, Project Liberty Ship

To recognize the continued efforts of Project Liberty Ship to “keep our maritime heritage alive”

and the personal interest of Michael J. Schneider - Liberty Ship John W. Brown

to “keep ‘em sailing!”  
KP Chessie “Friendraiser” Appreciation - Peter J. Rackett (KP’61)-  

Executive Vice President, USMMA-Alumni Foundation 
To recognize the support received from Pete and his able staff on the one-year anniversary 

of the formation of the * NEW * KP Chesapeake Chapter.  

Merchant Marine Veteran’s Honors were then presented by Tom Lamm ’79- Treasurer.  Tom stated, “We wish to honor those Merchant Mariners who have served our nation’s Sealift during conflicts around the world.  Please stand when the war of your sea-service is called.  Please announce your name, rank, KP Class Year, vessel name(s) and any enemy action:”
A special Honor Award was then presented to Captain Arthur Jensen ’44 and his wife Dorothy.  

Presented by: Owen J. Doherty ’81 - MARAD, Director, Office of Security and                                    Christopher G. Moore ’94 - MARAD, Special Assistant to the Administrator as follows-
“Captain Jensen has been a consistent support as a member of the KP Chesapeake Chapter.  We recognize Captain Jensen also for his service during WWII, honor him with this framed award. 

Captain Jensen was awarded the Merchant Marine Combat Bar by the War Shipping Administration.  Award was made while Captain Jensen was sailing as Cadet-Midshipman, U.S. Merchant Marine Cadet Corps, aboard the Liberty Ship SS Ambrose E Burnside.” 

We were pleased to have the Proclamation for National Maritime Day 2007 passionately presented by Congressman Elijah E. Cummings, (MD- 7th District), Chairman- House Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Subcommittee, as he had presented same in the House of Representatives this day.

Our guest speaker was then affectionately introduced by our own port namesake and honorary KP Chesapeake Member Helen Delich Bentley– former Federal Maritime Commissioner and U.S. Congresswoman, Chairman for the Port of Baltimore Tri-centennial Committee.
F. Brooks Royster, III - Executive Director, Maryland Port Administration made a thoughtful and provocative presentation “How Maritime Commerce Affects Our Everyday Lives.”
F. Brooks Royster, III serves as the Executive Director of the Maryland Port Administration (MPA).  Mr. Royster is a 35-year veteran of the maritime industry with wide ranging senior management experience within the international and domestic maritime, transportation and logistics, and Port Authority arenas. Mr. Royster has senior management expertise in both the public and private sectors. 

A Speaker Award was presented by Mike Schneider ’61- Vice President & Program Director.  Our traditional “Business Development - Card Exchange” drawing was completed by Maureen Schneider ‘A and Joanne R. Hicks ‘A- Membership Chairman.
The evening program concluded at 8:45PM  with a Thank You to our Event Sponsors- BalTerm- Trip Bailey ’80, MITAGS- Glen Paine ’78 and Fortune Consultants- Joanne & Gary Hicks ’76.
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Our guests were reminded that we welcome Event Sponsorships for our upcoming-

June 20, 2007 Wed (Port of Baltimore – Inner Harbor)  KP Chesapeake Annual Maryland Crab Cake Dinner & Gala Reception aboard T/V Kings Pointer 6:30PM to 9:00PM  Join us as we host a Dinner Reception & welcome Captain Barry, our KP Midshipmen & ship’s crew to Baltimore.  Enjoy the musical entertainment of Richard Harman- “The Singing Captain!” [image: image8.png]


  
Our final tribute was led by Kathleen Pavarini ’01- the Annual Singing of Heave Ho! – as the Regimental Color Guard retired the colors.

I have a very lengthy list of persons to thank for their contribution to this VERY SUCCESSFUL presentation.  I would like to mention specifically Glen Paine ’78- Executive Director at MITAGS and his staff who ALWAYS perform flawlessly and are tremendously supportive.  Likewise to our USMMA Regimental Color Guard for making us quite proud to be graduates!  To our honored guests and speakers- specifically to F. Brooks Royster III, Helen Delich Bentley and  Honorable Congressman Elijah E. Cummings.  

Thank you to the numerous parties who lent a supporting hand in this commemoration.
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lﬁ National Maritime Day




  in the Helen Delich Bentley Port Of Baltimore!

Best regards,
Gary

Gary G. Hicks ‘76

President
View our Photo Slide Show of this event  
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View the Live Webcast! as filmed by Maritime TV 
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KP Ches NatMarDayDin 052207 MARITIME TV Webcast http://tvworldwide.com/events/tell_america/070522/default.cfm?id=8542&type=wmhigh
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