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Special Veterans Day Cruise – November 4, 2006 10:00AM to 12:00 Noon
SS JOHN W. BROWN, North Locust Point Marine Terminal-Baltimore, MD 
Chapter Event Summary

What a great cruise!  Our chapter registered 75 members, family, friends and guests to share this historic event.  We were blessed with a clear sunny crisp Fall weather day, as we joined together and participated in this Veterans Day commemoration - recognizing & honoring the contributions of our veterans, in war & peace, throughout our nation’s history.  Project Liberty Ship and the crew of the historic Liberty Ship SS John W. Brown sponsored the Baltimore Outer-Harbor Cruise sailing past Fort McHenry.  
This two hour cruise featured a Memorial Service and wreath-laying, military music, a chorus singing songs of World War II, snacks and tours of the ship.  The BROWN sailed from & returned to N. Locust Point Marine Terminal.  
* * * Project Liberty Ship is an all-volunteer, non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation of 
the S.S. JOHN W. BROWN as a Living, Steaming WW II Memorial and Museum Ship in Baltimore. * * *
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A Welcome Aboard was provided by our own Chapter Vice President - Captain Mike Schneider ‘61- Chairman, Project Liberty Ship.  We then made a USMMA Flag Presentation to Captain George Maier ’47 NYMC- highlighted by the participation of our newest Chapter Midshipmen Members-
M/N Anthony Buleza ’07, M/N Andrew Kost ’07, M/N Elliot Solomon ’07, and M/N Ryan Maatta ‘08.  The flag was raised & flown proudly from the mast.  Additionally, a USMMA-AF Chesapeake Chapter Proclamation was presented to the Officers & Crew.  A recognition was made of Kings Point Graduates aboard including: Michael Schneider ’61 Chairman- PLS, Frank Schmidt ’48 (2nd mate), Richard Bauman ’75 (Chief Mate), Ben Lyons ’00 (Chief Mate), Tom Osman ’44 (2nd Asst), Joe Palank ’79 (3rd Asst) and Karen Basciano ’05.
At 10:00AM we cruise departed on our Baltimore Outer Harbor tour.
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The non-stop musical entertainment- “WWII Era Music & Patriotic Songs” was provided by the Chesapeake High School Vocal Ensemble and the Baltimore Brass.  A very fine Veterans’ Day Memorial Service was conducted with Guest Speaker, Captain Henry H. Parker, Royal Navy, United Kingdom Assistant Naval Attaché, Washington, DC

At 12:00PM the Ship returned to the Dock.  Those participating in the Veterans Day Luncheon & Social - The Vane Brothers Company 1:00PM to 3:00PM proceeded together to Vane Brothers- Fairfield location.

The following is a summary provided by Captain Schneider (November 5, 2006):

“Gary and the many others involved,

 

    My sincere thanks for original idea and for all the efforts that included the JWB Veterans Day cruise as one of the club's activities for the year.  I think the cruise went quite well and appreciated the presentation and raising of the KP flag by the members of the Class of '07, the presentation of the proclamation to the Captain, and the opportunity for club members to see and sail on JWB.  Our folks handling passenger check in were extremely grateful for the way Tom (Lamm) ‘79 and Joanne (Hicks)’A handled the arriving club members.  I want to express my thanks to them as well.

   I regret …that I couldn't get away from the ship to attend the luncheon at Vane Brothers.  I am sure that was a first class event.  Tom, I am determined to get over there soon to see the facility that everyone, including the trade journals, has raved about.

    Again, many thanks to all in the organization that contributed to the inclusion of the JOHN W. BROWN in the club's activities and our successful Veterans Day commemoration.

 

With best regards, Mike Schneider, KP '61, Chairman, PLS”

I echo the sentiment of Captain Schneider in thanking all of our members and guests for your valued participation.  Thank you CDR Michael DeRosa - USMMA Admissions, for your assistance in procuring an Academy flag for presentation.  Thank you Captain Eric York Wallischeck- USMMA, Assistant Superintendent for providing the splendid plaque for presentation to the ship museum.  I appreciate the efforts of the Chesapeake Chapter Executive Committee for making this event a success!  Thank you also to Captain Schneider, the Board of Project Liberty Ship, the officers and crew for providing a great opportunity for veterans & their guests to share and remember.  This will be an annual chapter event.  If you were unable to participate on Saturday, you will want to make it a “must-do” in 2007!

Enjoy the slide show- click on the link!
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KP Chesapeake Photo Slide Show
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Best regards, 

Gary

Gary G. Hicks ‘76

President 
Ref: KP Chessie News 110406                page 2 of 2

